
 

A Short Biography of Joseph Jeffers Dodge 
 

Joseph Jeffers Dodge was born in Detroit, Michigan on August 9, 1917.  

Although he was not a member of the automobile family, his father, Joseph Morrell 

Dodge, had an illustrious career in banking and public service working for Presidents 

Roosevelt, Truman, Eisenhower, and Kennedy.  The elder Dodge was particularly praised 

for his efforts in rebuilding and stabilizing the economies of Germany and Japan in the 

post-war era. 

 His son and only child, Joseph Jeffers “Jerry”, enjoyed a privileged but not 

luxurious childhood.  He was exposed to a wide variety of cultural experiences.  Dodge 

attended Choate and Harvard graduating in the same class as John F. Kennedy.  One of 

his close friends at Harvard and after was Alan Jay Lerner, who when writing An 

American in Paris would name the central character Jerry after his chum.  After 

graduating from Harvard, Dodge returned to Detroit to work briefly in a bank and begin 

graduate studies at Wayne State.  Through his Harvard contacts he was tapped to be 

curator of The Hyde House, now The Hyde Collection, in Glens Falls, New York.   

 Between 1941 and 1962, Dodge taught painting and drawing in the courtyard of 

the Italianate villa on the Hudson often watched from an upstairs bedroom window by 

Mrs. Hyde herself.  Dodge organized exhibitions in the Crandall Library, wrote a weekly 

column called “The Visual Arts” in the Glens Falls newspaper The Post-Star, assisted 

Mrs. Hyde in acquisitions including three paintings by Picasso, taught at Hamilton 

College and began regularly exhibiting his own works throughout the region including 

shows at Hirschl and Adler and Wildenstein Galleries in New York, the Albany Institute 

of Art and the Munson-Williams-Proctor Institute.   

 During the Glens Falls years Dodge maintained close friendships with Lerner and 

also David Smith and his wife Dorothy Dehner.  Dodge recounted visiting the Smiths to 

find that balloons had been tied to many of the sculptures on the Bolton Landing estate in 

celebration of one the Dodge’s children’s birthdays.  Dodge was also good friends with 

noted illustrator Douglass Crockwell, painters William Palmer and Weber Furlong whom 

he met in Woodstock, New York studying with Yasuo Kuniyoshi during the summer of 

1944. 

 In 1962 Dodge was invited to become director of the newly opened Cummer 

Gallery of Art, now The Cummer Museum of Art and Gardens.  During his ten-year 

tenure, he tripled the museum’s holdings and oversaw the expansion of the physical 

facilities to include a new gallery for the seventeenth century collection. During 1962-

1972, there were one hundred and forty-two formal lectures given at the Cummer, forty-

one of which were given by Dodge himself.  During the same period, there were one 

hundred and six exhibitions; sixty were created and curated by Dodge and his staff.  

Dodge himself referred to the following as “pioneer exhibitions”:  French Art of the 16th 

Century and Artists of the Paris Salon in 1964, Artists of Victoria’s England in 1965, The 

Age of Louis XIII and American Paintings of Ports and Harbors, both in 1969, Remnants 

of Things Past in 1971, and Edmund W. Greacen, N.A. in 1972.  Dodge retired from the 

Cummer in 1972 to paint full time.  

  In the eighties Dodge’s paintings and working methods were given a broad 

national exposure when they were included in two publications, an article by Marcia 



Corbino in American Artist where one of his paintings Finding, 1971, was featured on the 

cover, and in the 1986 book Painting Faces and Figures by Carole Katchen in which a 

chapter was devoted to him and a painting from his Jeanne portrait series was chosen to 

illustrate the back cover. 

 Dodge’s exhibition record from 1962 until his death in 1997 was a consistent and 

impressive one with one man shows at the Cummer (in 1964, 1975 and 1992), 

Jacksonville University, Gallery 31 in Birmingham, the Columbus Museum of Arts and 

Crafts, George Thomas Hunter Gallery of Art in Chattanooga, the Georgia Museum of 

Art in Athens, the Columbia Museum of Art, The Hyde Collection, the Ormond 

Memorial Art Museum and The University of North Florida, in addition to his 

participation in numerous group exhibits.  In 1996 Dodge’s works were paired with those 

of his old friend Hiram Williams in an exhibition titled “Two North Florida Master 

Painters” at the University of Central Florida in Orlando.  Earlier in that year Dodge was 

given a special award by the Cultural Council of Jacksonville in recognition of his many 

and sustained contributions to the Jacksonville community. 

  
 


